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ABSTRACT: A three year study has been undertaken at the Lake Mathews-Estelle Mnt. Reserve to assess the relationship between counts of active burrows of the Stephens' kangaroo rat (Dipodomys stephensi; SKR) and the number of animals actually captured at the same sites. The purpose of the study was to ascertain if such counts could be used to yearly monitor populations rather than spend precious Reserve funds for expensive and time-consuming live-trapping programs. Data from two years of trapping seems to indicate 1) a significant relationship exists between these two variables (R2 0.89), and 2) SKR spatial abundance varies dramatically even within an individual trapping grid. A test of the regression model is currently underway.

